
Spier Private Collection Merlot 2003
Internationa l Wine  &  S pir its  C ompetition 2006, UK -  S ilver        
Internationa l Wine  C ha lleng e  2006, UK -  S ilver       
John Pla tter 2006 -  3 .5  S tars    
C oncours  Mondia l de  Bruxe lles  2005 -  Gold      
John Pla tter Guide  to S outh A fr ican Wine  2005 -  4  S tars        
Dark ruby in colour, with a youthful purple edge. On the nose inviting whiffs of berry fruit are
complemented by subtle chocolate and secondary meaty aromas. An elegant wine with classic Merlot
fruit on the rich, juicy palate and a hint of spice on the lingering finish. Firm tannins promise excellent
maturation potential.

Serve with spicy red meat dishes such as curry.

variety : Merlot | Merlot, 6% Cabernet Sauvignon, Petit Verdot

winery : Spier Wine Farm

winemaker : Kobie Viljoen

wine of origin : Coastal

analysis : alc : 14.11 % vol  rs : 2.51 g/l  pH : 3.33  ta : 6.04 g/l  
type : Red  style : Dry  body : Full  taste : Fragrant   wooded
pack : Bottle  

International Wine & Spirits Competition 2006, UK - Silver
International Wine Challenge 2006, UK - Silver
Concours Mondial de Bruxelles 2005, Belgium - Gold
John Platter 2006 - 3.5 Stars
John Platter Guide to South African Wine 2005 - 4 Stars

ageing : Enjoy now and within 10 - 15 years from harvest.

in the vineyard : Cl imate:
Average Temperature: Summer â€“ 21ÂºC; Winter â€“ 14.5ÂºC
Annual Rainfall: 840 mm
Proximity to Ocean: 22 km

Soi l : 
Hutton and Tukulu

Vineyard:
Trellised, 10 year-old vines planted on south-facing slopes yielded the grapes for this
wine. The vineyards received supplementary drip irrigation and produced 7 tons per
hectare.

about the harvest: Grapes from selected vineyard blocks were hand-harvested at
optimum ripeness, meticulously sorted, gently crushed and cooled down to 12Â°C.

in the cellar : Cold soaking preceded temperature-controlled fermentation in stainless
steel tanks and the fermentation was completed in oak barrels. Maturation in French
oak barrels broadened the flavours and added complexity and finesse. The wines
from specially selected barrels were then blended to create this ultra premium wine.
The wine also contains a small percentage (6%) Cabernet Sauvignon and Petit Verdot.

Spier Wine Farm
Stellenbosch
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