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Black Rock White Blend 2008

4 star - John Platter 2008

The nose of this wine strikes you immediately with its mineral and fragrant qualities. The palate has no
discernable dominant varietal and in fact one of its most attractive facets is its integrated and seamless
composition. A lively but weighted mouthfeel, driven through by a beam of mineral acidity which
combines naturally with white petals, apricots and bright fruitiness. A blend in the true sense: balanced,
harmonious and multi-faceted. One of only a small family of Cape Chenin-based premium blends.

variety :  Chenin Blanc | 56% Chenin Blanc, 33% Chardonnay, 10% Clairette Blanche,
1% Viognier

winery : The Winery of Good Hope

winemaker: Team effort

wine of origin: Perdeberg-Swartland

analysis: alc:14.0%vol rs:1.87g/ pH:3.4 ta:s.1gn
type : white style : Dry wooded

pack : Bottle closure : Screwcap

4 star - John Platter 2008

in the vineyard : Each of the 6 parcels is located on South-Westerly or Westerly slopes
of the Perdeberg Mountain. Situated 70 kms as the crow flies directly North of Table
Mountain. In close proximity to the cooling maritime breezes and the very cold waters
of the South Atlantic.

The Chenin & Viognier vineyards are dryland bushvines, whereas 1 of the 2
Chardonnay parcels is trellised. The Chenin parcels are between 40 - 55 years old, the
Chardonnay 12, the Viognier 6. Yields were very low indeed, at an average over the
three varieties of about 20 hl / ha.

about the harvest: 2006 was the best vintage in a number of years. Relatively cool
conditions in the Spring and early Summer, following good winter rains, led to a near-
perfect flowering and extended ripening season. Fruit set was impeccable and the
overall quality of the harvest was outstanding. Practically no grapes were discarded at
picking and each varietal was in pristine shape.

The great advantage of producing fruit from fabulous old bush vines for the large
majority of this blend is that we are able to retain excellent minerality - through low
pH's, good natural acidity and alcohols which are not out of balance. These old
bushvines are accustomed to the heat and the toughness of this rugged environment
and with many seasons under their belt, have struck-up a harmonious co-existence.
Their root systems are extremely deep, as they have to go looking a long way for
water, and plunge 12 - 15 metres into the granitic subsoils and bedrock below.
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