
Villiera Merlot/Pinotage 1999
The wine demonstrates an attractive deep red colour with forthcoming aromas of berry fruit and spice.
The oak gently penetrates the bouquet with hint of vanilla and tobacco. On the palate the wine is well
balanced with soft tannins and a rich long finish. Although the wine can be enjoyed now it has the
potential te keep for 7 to 8 years.

variety : Merlot | Merlot, Pinotage

winery : Villiera Wines

winemaker : Jeff Grier

wine of origin : 
analysis : alc : 13.9 % vol  rs : 2.0 g/l  pH : 3.65  ta : 5.0 g/l  
type : Red  
pack : Bottle  closure : Cork  

in the cellar : For a couple of years we experimented with the creation of a blend that
captures the essence of the Cape. We were always convinced that Pinotage, being
uniquely South African, should be involved. However, the dilemma was the choice of
an ideal blending partner. Our aim was to allow the sunlight to show. In keeping with
the modern trend we intended to produce a rich wine with deep colour and loads of
ripe fruit and soft tannins. Merlot is ideally suited to achieving this result in South
Africa and after experimentation we discovered it blended very well with Pinotage.
However, we also realised that Pinotage could easily dominate the blend and we were
obliged for the sake of balance and harmony to keep the percentage down to 20 % in
1999.

The 1999 vintage was warm which guaranteed optimum ripeness and therefore ideal
for this Cape Blend style. After primary fermentation in rototanks the wine was
pressed and racked to stainless steel tanks for malolactic
fermentation. Therafter it was barrel matured in 225 LI French oak barrels for 12
months.
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