La Motte Limited Release Chardonnay 1999
La Motte Chardonnay is only made in exceptional years. This creamy Chardonnay with its bouquet of
citrus, fresh almonds and nuts has a superb mid-palate of buttery vanilla and a lingering finish.
Essentially a fine food wine. Excellent with caviar, snails, carpaccio, pate, crayfish, prawns, langoustine,
mussels, perlemoen (abalone) and creamy cheese.

variety : Chardonnay | Chardonnay
winery : La Motte
winemaker : Jacques Borman
wine of origin : Franschhoek
analysis : alc : 13.2 % vol rs : 2.2 g/l pH : 3.30 ta : 5.8 g/l
pack : Bottle
in the vineyard : Macro climate: More moderate than other Cape wine producing areas.
Meso climate: average rainfall: 1000mm p.a. Vineyards cooled by early morning mists as
well as cooling breezes during summer.
Altitude: 200m
Vineyard blocks: 30 (1.5ha) and 31 (2.3ha)
Soil type: Hutton
Rootstock: Richter 99
Clone type: CY 5
Vines planted: (on 30) 1987 and (on 31) 1990
Direction planted: north-south
Density: 4 630 vines per ha
Space between rows: 2.7m
Space between vines: 0.8m
All vines trellised: Perold
Height of trellis poles: 2.4m
Irrigation: drip
Canopy management: More leaves absorb sunshine for the formation of aromas and the
grapes are protected from the sun.

about the harvest: Vintage 1999: Normal winter: 894 mm well-scattered rain recorded on
La Motte until the end of November. This was followed by only a further 2 mm of rain until
the end of March. It was a long, dry summer.
Seperate harvests of blocks 30 and 31 at 23.6Âº Balling: early morning, February 8, 1999.
Yield: 7 tons per hectare.

in the cellar : Fermentation: Juice started to ferment spontaneously. No temperature
control. After secondary malolactic fermentation the wine was left on the lees in the barrels
for 7 months.
Maturation: Was matured in new French oak barrels for 12 months. 40 barrels were
specially selected for the final Chardonnay blend.
Wine bottled in the La Motte cellar on December 18, 2000. After a further 6 months bottleageing, only 930 cartons were released.
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