
Alto Estate Blend 2022
Intoxicating aromas of fynbos, pencil shavings and a slight salty, maritime presence with hints of
blackcurrant.

Flavours of blackcurrant follow through from the nose with plum, dried fig and nuances of tobacco leaf.
The tannins are firm, muscular and complex.

“This longer hang-time for the Cabernet Sauvignon, Shiraz and Cabernet Franc grapes used for the Alto
Estate Bland resulted in immense fruit concentration, deeply flavoured and with dense colours, yet
holding a core of bright acidity ensuring freshness.”

The Alto Estate Blend pairs perfectly with smoked red meat and beef fillet, as well as with mature
cheese, rich poultry and Spanish or Italian style dishes.

variety : Cabernet Sauvignon | 60% Cabernet Sauvignon, 30% Shiraz,10% Cabernet
Franc

winery : Alto Estate

winemaker : Bertho van der Westhuizen

wine of origin : Stellenbosch

analysis : alc : 14.5 % vol  rs : 3.0 g/l  pH : 3.61  ta : 6.0 g/l  
type : Red  style : Dry  body : Full  taste : Fruity   wooded
pack : Bottle  size : 750ml  closure : Cork  

2025 Decanter Awards - Gold
2025 IWSC - Silver
2024 Prescient Signature Red Blend Report - 94 Points
2024 James Suckling - 93 Points
2024 Tim Atkin SA Special Report - 93 Points
2024 Decanter Awards - Silver

ageing : There is a firm backbone of muscular tannin in the wine, while the plush,
dark-fruit flavours and element of spice abound in a refined, elegant red wine that
will mature splendidly over the next 10 to 15 years.”

in the vineyard : Vineyards grow from heights varying between 135m and 500m above
sea-level, on a  steep and even north-facing slope,” says Bertho. “North-facing, the
vineyards bask in afternoon sun with constant airflows from the Atlantic Ocean at
False Bay, some eight kilometres to the south. This adequate sunlight falling on our
singular slope of constant vines allows for even ripening, while the differences in
elevation makes for exciting variances in flavour profiles, as grapes growing at 200m
taste different to one parked at 450m. The 2022 vintage on Alto followed a cold, wet
Cape winter that had provided adequate water for Alto’s decomposed granite and
clay soils, resulting in a late start to the growing season with a mild summer leading
to the slow and even ripening of the grapes

about the harvest: 
Grapes for the Alto Estate Blend 2022 were harvested at between 24° to 25° balling,
each variety being vinified separately. 

in the cellar : 
Fermentation on the skins was done in stainless steel tanks for between seven and 21
days, with regular pump-overs to ensure harmonious extraction of tannin, flavour
and colour from the grape-skins.

The wine underwent malolactic fermentation in barrel, after which it was matured for
18 months in French oak barrels for 18 months, 70% which were of new wood.

“Records of the past few years vintages in Stellenbosch tend to highlight the uneven
years as being exceptional – 2013, 2015 and 2017, for example,” says Bertho. “But on
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Alto we are tagging 2022 as a particular fine year for our red wines and believe this is
evident in the latest release of the Alto Estate Blend.

Alto Estate
Stellenbosch
021 881 3884

www.alto.co.za
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